SERMON 


Preached before the Learned 
| iety of Lincoln's-Inn; 


* * 
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I preſent my ſelf before you, on this Oc 
taſion, with the greater Alacrity, and Aſſu- 
rance, for that I am conſcious of no En» 
e t to any Party or Opinion repugnant 
td Truch, and the Intereſt c my 
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; NN 
to ſu ancient Prejudices iſe Rea- 
e to flatter particular 
Fraternities and Factions, nor awed by the 
Fear of offending them. For the Rule and 
Guide of my Politicks, I have the Conſti- 
tution and Hiſtory of England; and in my 
Religion, I am governed by the Bible and 
common Senſe. He who walks by theſe 
Rules walks ſecurely ; and he who follows 
the arbitrary Notions, ſophiſtical Diſtincti- 


» 
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be deceived, at leaſt can never know that he 
is not. 


| That the Hypecrite reign net, left the Peo- 
ple be enſnared. 


Ihe Task which from theſe Words I pro- 
poſe to my ſelf, is to defend the Right of 
every Man to private Judgment and Opini- 
on, to ſhew the Abſurdity and Wickedneſs 
of ſetting up Authority againſt Conſcience, 
and to manifeſt the pernicious Tendency 
and Effects of Power and immoderate 
Wealth in the Clergy. As I go along, I 
ſhall apply my Reaſoning to the Purpole of 
the Day; and, at the Concluſion, add a word 
concerning the unhappy Prince, whoſe 
Blood was ſhed on this Day ; with the pro- 
per Uſe to be made of it. | 


\ Good 


ons, and bare Averments of Men, is ſure to 


- 
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| Good Senſe is our firſt and laſt Guide, 
fince by that we are to judge of all other 
Guides; and there is more Sound than Mean- 
ing in the Objection which ſome make to 
the Guidance of Reaſon, when alk, 
* Whether we are to judge of that by which 
« we are to be judged,” namely, the holy 
Scriptures, ſince we muſt recur to Reaſon 
to know whether the Scri be holy, 
and whether we are to be judged by them. 
"Tis to little purpoſe to tell us, that © for 
< this we muſt take the Word and Autho- 
« rity of holy Men.” For, we mult ſtill 
conſult our Reaſon, whether theſe be holy 
Men or no, and whether we ought to be- 
lieve them or no; ſeeing there are many 
Sers of Men all ing to be holy, all 
claiming this Authority to themſelves only, 
and all denying it to every other Ser. 


Our Reaſon muſt therefore determine, 
which of all theſe are the moſt holy, and 
whether any of them be more ſo than our 
ſelves. If the Ways of Holineſs and of 
Knowledge be as obvious to us as to them, 
we may have as much of either as they have; 
and in truth, the Sources of both are as open 
to us as to them. Beſides, it ought to mor- 
tify their Pride, and be a Leſſon of Humi- 
lity to them, as it is ſurely one of Caution 
to us, to ſee that they never agree with one 
| | another ; 


y a 
remonies, Circumſtantials and Diſcipline, 
but even about Eſſentials, about Principles 


ieved, about Duties to be practiſed, 


theſe to be our Guides, who thus pull us 
various and oppolite ways? Can they teach 
mutual Love and Forbearance, who hate 
and revile each other? And is it not notable 
want of Modeſty in them, who cannot a- 
gree with one another, to expect that we 
ſhould agree with them all, or with any of 
them, when we approve not, or eompre- 
hend not what they ſay, or when what they 
fay is evidently for their Intereſt and againſt 
ours, . 
evidently are? 


This Reaſoning, if it be true, as I chink 
it is, will ſerve to condemn - Archbiſhop 
Laud and his Aſſociates, who exacted a 
blind Obedience to their own Tenets and 
Schemes, a rigid Conformity to all their Ce- 
EO, Inventions and Innovations, and 
cruelly 


_ 


Is not this a 
furious Zeal i 15 Alte Zeal, that it is all miſe- 


TE 
cruelly perſecuted all who preferred Conſti- 


ence .. IE Ir: 


ſtians than and Courrtiers. 


Surely it ought to check and cool the 
8 iſts of all Sorts to- 
wards each other about Difference in Opi- 
nion, to behold how and rigorous 
Man is in behalf of his own ; to be- 
hol the moſt ridiculous and pernicious O- 
pinions defended with equal 
itrerneſs. The Yew, 7 
hometan, the Baman, have 
faction in their own ſeveral . 
all equal Deteſtation for one another, and 
for every different Sect. 


t Proof, that all this 
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rable Bigotry and or conſtitutio- 
nal Intem of Spirit? A xcalous Jew, 
e piſt, 3 
equally zealous opery, and perhaps for 
n Jews who are now his 
Had the late Dr. Sacheverel been 
educated in the Scottiſh Kirk, he would 
doubtleſs have breathed as fierce Perſecution 
againſt Prelacy, as he has done for it; and 
treated it with as foul and uncomely Names, 
W 


way be way; 

terĩes of cheir Zeal are often quickly chan- 

8 
3 Witneſs Parker Bi- 

2 oily gr and Ward Biſhop of Sa- 


and rigid 
. rigid Perſe- 


cutors resbyterians. Is it not probable 
that . — have died r 
had the Church Preferments been out of 
their reach ? 


Conſideration therefore, that every 
(Th Confdrion thenfr, ht 22 
the leſs fond for their being very fooli 


War and Diſpore which be 

ty Bloodſhed and NI. 

World. has been the A Wark et _—_ 197 
vance of ambitious 5 

' Ends of their on, and the Gratification of 

their Pride and Fury, and other evil Paſſions, ; 

had the Art and Cruelty to make the Laity 
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thus to perſecute and butcher one another. 
What infamous Inhumanity was this in 
? What Frenzy and Infatuation 
in the Laity? But ſuch are ever the Effects 
of implicit Belief, which is naturally fol- 
lowed by implicit Obedience, which is the 
certain Beginning as well as the certain Con- 
ſequence of Slavery. All chis Evil, Uncha- 
ritableneſs and Barbarity, aroſe from the 
wicked and impoſſible Attempt to force os 


ſ private t and Conſcience. 
ſuch mighty C uence it is, that the 
Hypecrite reign not ; ſince where: ever he does, 


the People will ſurely be enſuar ed. 


| What added to this Evil and Inſolence. 
this helliſh Cruelty upon the ſcore of Opi- 


nion, and made it ſtill more provoking and 


intolerable, was that it was all | 
in the Name of Chriſt, of the Jeſus, 

and faid to be for his Church and Cauſe: A 
Declaration ſo impudent and incredible, that 
it could only be made by Men who were 
void of Shame, to Men who wanted Eyes. 
It was as falſe as the Goſpel was true; nor 
could a Revelation which inſpired or war- 
ranted any Degree of Bitterneſs or Cruelty, 
ever have come from or from any but 
the Antagoniſt of God and Enemy of Man, 

from Hypocrites reigning, that is, tyranni- 
zing in the Name of the Lord, 


B Yet 
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Vet fo theſe bardened Deluders argued, 
ruſting to the Power of Deluſion; eſpeci- 


ally when to that Power of Deluſion they 
had added. a Share of Secular Power: 

And before could make the Laity ſuch 
blind Tools as tobe the Tormentors and Ex- 
ecutioners of one another, they had cradi- 
cated every Grain and Principle of Chri- 
ſtianity out of their Hearts, yet made them 

believe themſelves the ouly true Chriſtians. 


This was the Uſe which ſuch Clergymen 
made of the Boundleſs Truſt and Power gi- 
ven them by the Laity ; and over the Laity 
they exerciſed it without Bounds or Mercy. 
Such was the Power of Laud and the Cler- 


gy of his Time, and ſuch rhe unhallowed 
and inhuman Uſe which they made of it; 


yet that Uſe was the uſual and natural Uſe, 
the Power itſelf being unnatural. Indeed, 
worldly Power and Opulence in ſuch as 

h the Goſpe are ſo to the 
— Precepts of the Goſpel, that it is 
no wonder they cannot thrive or indeed ſub- 
fiſt together; but the Goſpel muſt either de- 


them, or they the Goſ It is 
* dere Stk che Ver) has dub 


turned. Whatever fills Men with Pride and 
Hatred, and prompts them to Severity and 
Revenge, may be Popery or Mahometaniſm, 
but is juſt as contrary to Chriſtianity, as 
Chriſti. 


2 lth 


many derive from their particular Religion, 


[mn] 
Chriſtianity is to all Pride and Hatred, to all 
Rigour and Vengeance. 


From hence it is plain who they are, what 


gBet of Men, Cn CI I: 
am 


verted and aboliſhed Chriſtianity moſt. 
ſorry to ſay it, but ic is too true, that in ma- 
ny Countries and at many Times, the Church 
and Religion have been very diſtinct and op- 
poſite things: Sure I am, that I have ſeen 
very good Churchmen who were bad 
Chriſtians, and ſome who were no Chriſti 
ans at all. I will not ſay that Laud was no 
Chriſtian; but I may boldly affirm, that he 
reſembled not the farſt Chriſtians, nor poſ- 
ſeſſed a Chriſtian Temper : An extreme good 
Churchman I readily own him. | 


That it is not Religion or Chriſtianity, 
but chiefly, if not only, Paſſion and Preju- 
dice, which determine Men to a Fondneſs 
for their own Ser of Notions and for their 
own Commiunity, from hence, that 
if a vicious Man be on their Side, eſpecially 
if he profeſs much Zeal for his Parry, 
they cheriſh and extol him; whilſt upon a 


very unblameable and pious Man, who is 


not of their Party, they are apt to beſtow 
very ill and often ill Uſage. This 
is not the Spirit of true Religion, but of . 
Paſſion and Partiality: Vet this Spirit too 
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which think the beſt, but which ſurety 
e had none, 
. Now if ach © Spike ould 
H ity. Now it ſuch a 
ever happen to poſſeſs thoſe who profeſs to 
be our Guides, we may judge how wiſe and 
ſafe it would be to truſt to their Guidance, 
or even to own them as Guides. Had there 
been no ſuch Guides about an hundred Years 
ago, we ſhould not in all likel have 
had this Day now to ſelemnize. The ſtrange 
Doctrines and bitter Oppreſſions in thoſe 
Days, naturally produced ſuch a Day as 
this Day. 

Tis not at leaſt not the Chri- 
1 that heats and animartes ſuch 
Men; tis only Faction, a Complication of 
eviland unhallowed Paſſions. Whoever loves 
or hates, bleſſes or curſes, from Anger or 
Fondneſs, from Obligation or Reſentment, 
belies Religion, if he under its holy 
Name to hide baſe Ends and a worldly and 
partial Heart. Tis by ſuch ſelfiſh and un- 
worthy Ways that the Church and Religion 
have ſometimes come to fi contradicto- 
ry things: Tis thus that Men who have had 
no Religion or Virtue, have been extolled as 
excellent Churchmen: Tis thus that Men 
of the higheſt Religion and Virtue, have 
been, and often are reviled and condemned 
as bad Churchmen; and tis thus chat pious 


, Chriſtians 
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E 
but not Chriſtians. And indeed, whenever 
ſuch falſe Zealots manifeſt ſuch a 8 
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cuter. and even love their Enemies. 
who ſo ſudden to wax wroth as 
pretended Succeſſors? Who more 
and unmanly in calling unſeemly Names; a 
Practice as common with many of them, as 


== ſhocking to well. bred Men and true 
Chriſtians. 


Surely, cue dee whe cane i 
and are Vi ts to his Son, one would 
naturally expect a God-like Behaviour, with 
an uncommon Store of Chriſtian Meckneſs 
and Benevolence. How does Rage, how do 
groſs Names of Abuſe, how does Unchari- 


tableneſs, „ 


The Clergy, whenever they were left to 
take as much Power and Wealth as they 
pleaſed, rarely thought the Whole too much; 
nor do I remember any Inſtance where- eve 
they owned that they had enough. Thr 
they have engroſſed ſome Countries whole, 
of others the greateſt and beſt Parts; and as 
much as they could of all. Where they have 
the Soil, they have the Power in courſe; and 
where they have both, (that is to ſay, in Po- 

iſh Countries) they are the moſt unmerci- 
Ful of all Landlords, and the moſt oppreſ- 
five of all Magiſtrates. Look over the fine 
Continent of Italy, and other Climes where 
Prieſts riot and tyrannize; you will find the 


Ought not the Laity in other Countries 


to take warning by this? And is it not mon- 
ſtrous and unnatural for any Nymber of 
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This is the Effect of Power and Wealth 
in Churchmen; two things which have pro- 
ved ſuch a certain and heavy Curſe upon 
Religion and the World, as if the holy Au- 
thor of both meant thence to convince Man- 
Kind, how pernicious, how deſtructive they 
every- where are to his Church and People, 
and to warn all Men and Nations againſt 
ſuffering or encouraging them. 


Great Power and Revenues in Church- 
men have not only produced and multiplied 
every Miſchief formerly known in the 
World, but alſo produced Miſchicfs ſo new 
and terrible, as the World, even the Pagan 
World, never knew before ; ſuch as Perſe- 
cution and Butchery for Conſcience and O- 
pinion, Wars and national Maſſacres for Re- 
ligion, with that mighty Compendium of 
all that is horrid, treacherous and cruel up. 
on Earth, the execrable Tribunal of t 
Inquiſition. What had Paganiſm ſoſhock- 
ing and horrible, as to be compared to this? 
Not even their human Sacrifices, which were 
few in compariſon, occaſional, and ſtated. 
The Inquifition is a continual human 
Slaughter-houſe; and in it Men, Myriads of 
Men, have been immolated, after tedious 
Macerations in dark and frightful Dungeons, 
after unrelenting Racks and Tortures, with 

every Species of Treachery, Miſery and 


C Terror ; 


even has common Commerce with the 
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Terror; and all for the beſt thing which 


they could do, for their Sincerity and Pi 
in worſhipping the Deity in the way which, 
they were perſuaded he liked beſt. 


Now as the Inquiſition is nothing but 
the higheſt Improvement of Perſecution, 
which begins with Teſts and negative Pe- 
nalties, but ends in Fires and Halters; I will 
enumerate a few oi the many Cauſes for 
which Men are committed to it; and t 
are ſuch and ſo various, that no Man who 
in the leaſt exerciſes his own Faculties, or 
practiſes common Charity and Mercy, or 


World, can avoid it: - - - - If he has heard 
a Heretick preach or pray; (that is, if he 
has thus heard the beſt and wiſeſt Man up- 
on Earth, who differs from the Extravagan- 
cies of Churchmen:) If when he is ſum- 
moned, he appear not: If being excommu- 
nicate, he ſue not for Abſolution: If a He- 
retick ( for Example, a Mr. Locke, or a Sir 
Tſaac Newton) be his Friend: If he do any 
Act of Kindneſs for a Heretick; viſit him, 
treat him, aſſiſt him, or ſhew him pity, or 
give him Counſel: If he ſuſpect the Truth 


of their lying Legends and forged Miracles; 

if he aſſert the Indifference of Meats or of 

Days, or interpret Scripture according to 

his own and to common Senſe: If he con- 

ceal any Hereſy, his own or other n 
I 
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if he ſpare Father or Mother, Wife or Child, 
- -- he is for theſe, or any of theſe Cauſes, 
and for a thouſand others, liable to the un- 
parallel'd Cruelties of the Inquiſition. Let 
me add, that by Hereſy is meant every con- 
ſcientious, honeſt, rational and benevolent _ 
Opinion differing from the ſenſleſs, narrow, 
barbarous Whims and Grimaces of the 
Prieſts. 


As a Proof what quick Havock ſuch a 
Tribunal muſt make in a Country, Cardinal 
Turquemeda, the firſt Inquifitor-General in 
Spain, even in the Infancy of the Inquiſition, 

brought an hundred thouſand Souls into it 
in the ſmall Space of fourteen Years: Of 
theſe, fix thouſand were burnt alive. Ob- 
ſerve roo, that when ſuch Perſons are ſeized, 
all that they have is alſo ſeized, and their Fa- 
milies left ro ſtarve, or ſent thither too, if 
they ſhew pity, or attempt Aſſiſtance. 


Can the merciful and wiſe God, can the 
meek and compaſſionate Jeſus, who laid 
down his Lite for Men, have any thing to 
do with ſuch a Church, or with ſuch hel- 
liſh Inſtruments and Butchers, impudently 
calling themſelves holy, and their Scene of 
Burchery the holy Office? Wilely did our 
firſt Retormers * her being a Church: 
Laud afterwards and his Followers laboured 
to reſtore her Credit, contended for her be- 
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ing a true Church, and even derived them- 
ſelves from her; nay, ſtrove to ſhew them- 
ſelves worthy of the Kindred and Deſcent, 
by aſſuming her Pride and Cruelties: Wit- 
neſs their numerous Impriſonments, exccſ- 
five Fines, Whippings, Diſmembrings, and 
other Barbarities; to their own Infamy, and 
to the Diſhonour of Proteſtants and of our 
Nation, 


Equal to its other Horrors is the black 
Treachery practiſed by that deteſtable Court, 
and by all who belong to, or affiſt it. In 
order to enſnare a Man into the Inquiſition, 
they will travel Countries, and croſs the 
Seas, to become acquainted with him; will 
court, careſs and flatter him, treat him, 
make him Preſents, lend him Money, ad- 
miniſter to his Pleaſures, ſeem to love and 
adopt his Opinions, rail at the Church, curſe 
his Perſecutors and the Inquiſition, and 
ſwear him an cternal Friendſhip. - - - - All 
with a black and murderous Purpoſe to ſeize 
him in a proper Place, and carry him off to 
the Fires and Racks of that internal IJ ribu- 
nal. But where the Intercit of that Church 
is concerned, Villany changes its Nature, and 
becomes meritorious; and the blackeſt Per- 
fidy, and even Perjury, is eſteemed and 
practiſed as good Policy. Thus the Pope's 
Legate, at the Head of a Cruſade againſt 
the Albigenſes, entrapped their Protector and 


General, 
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General, the Count de Bezzers, ſolemnly 


ſwore not to hurt him, and then ſeized and 
impriſoned him. 


Let me juſt add upon this Head, That 
Blaſphemy, or any outrageous Words and 
Defiance oftered ro Almighty God, is not 
puniſhable, nor cogniſable in the Inquiſi- 
tion. The great Crime and Purſuit 
is Hereſy ; that is to ſay, Blaſphemy againſt 
the Trade and Opinion of Prieſts. So thar 
any profane Wretch may blaſpheme God 
without fear of the Inquiſitors, provided 
he blaſpheme like a good Churchman, and 
ſay nothing againſt the Prieſts or their Gear: 
Bur if Hereſy be mixcd with his Blaſphemy, 
he cannot hope to eſcape. Moſt remarka- 
ble too and ſhocking is the Impudence and 
Hypocriſy of theſe Inquiſitors, when after 
having long ſtarved in their horrid Dun- 
geons the wretched Offender ; after having 
long terrified, miſuſed and tortured him, 
they at laſt deliver him over to the ſecular 
Arm: They have then the ſolemn Aſſurance, 
to beſeech the Civil Magiſtrate, in the Bowels 
of Feſus Chrift, not to hurt bis Life er Limb; 
yet would excommunicate the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, if he did not burn him alive. - Such 
is the terrible Power and Falſhood of Hypo- 


crites reigning. 
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I am far from thinking that what I have 


faid about the Inquiſition is a Digreſſion. 
That terrible Part of Popery, or indeed any 
other Part of Popery, which is all terrible, 
is too little known in England. For ſome 
time after the Reformation, a due Horror 
was kept up amongſt the People by our 
Preachers againſt the Church of Rome: And 


it was done like Proteſtants, and is their 


Duty at all times; and they who omit it are 
unworthy of the Name, and I doubt have 
dark and unproteſtant Deſigns. But when 
our Clergy began to contend for equal Do- 
minion and Wealth, they found that they 
could not conſiſtently rail at the Church of 


Rome, and yet follow her Example. And 


ſo far altered was their Stile at laſt, that in- 
ſtead of painting and reviling her, as an old 
withered Harlot, the Mother of Abominations 
and Whoredoms, and drunk with the Blood of 
the Saints, it became faſhionable to defend 
her, nay, to praiſe her, and even to puniſh 
ſuch as expoſed her: Such uncommon 
Friends ſhe found in Laud and his Adhe- 
rents. It is true, he and ſome others of that 
Caſt wrote Books againſt ſome Parts of Po- 
pery- But what figuified writing againſt 
a 


ſing Popery at home? For, all Cruelty, or 
even Severity for Opinion, and all Authority 
aſſumed over Conſcience and the Soul, is 


| Popery, 


piſts, when he was introducing and praQti- 
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Popery, by whatever Name it be called. 
Beſides, it was natural for Laud, who was 
acting as Pope himſelf, to deny the Power 
of the other Pope, at leaſt here; and for 
the bare Notions, the Ceremonies, the Gri- 
maces and Mummery of Popery, they are 
of little Conſequence, any farther than as 
they tend to introduce and preſerve its Pow- 


er, by creating or continuing Deluſion in 
the People. 


Laud and his Adherents were notorious 
Perſecutors; and all Perſecution is Popery; 
and every Degree of it, even the ſmalleſt 
Degree is an Advance towards the Inquiſi- 
tion. As negative Penalties are the firſt De- 
gree, ſo Death and Burning is the laſt and 
higheſt ; all the other Steps are but natural 
Gradations following the firſt Degree, and 
introducing the laſt. For the ſmalleſt im- 
plies the Neceſſity of a greater, where the 
former fails; and conſequently of the great- 
eſt of all, which 1 is the Inquiſition. 


Was it now at all wonderful, that Laud 
and his Aſſociates were charged with being 
Papiſts, when they were openly introdu- 
cing and exerting all the terrible Parts of 
Popery, Church Power and Perſecution, 
and thus eſtabliſhing Church Tyranny and 
an Inquiſition? For, it was thus that that 


bloody Court was eſtabliſhed ; - and the like 
Claims 
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Claims and Practices will always introduce 

and eſtabliſh it. Madam de Morteville, in 
the Memoirs of Anne of Auſtria, ſays ex- 
preſly, upon the Authority and Information 
of King Charles the Firfi's Queen, that 
Laud was a good Catholick in his Heart. It is 
certain that he brought in what was moſt 
terrible in Popery, its Power and Cruelty, 


with not a few of its Fooleries and Super- 


ſtitions. Whoever is a Tyrant and Perſecu- 
tor is a Papiſt, in the only Senſe of the Word 
that Proteſtants and Freemen are concerned 
abour. 


Let ſuch as claim Power to controul 
Conſcience and Opinion conſider this, if 
they have not conſidered it already. Let 
thoſe too over whom ſuch Power is claimed 
confider it, and look upon the Men who 
claim it, as Enemies and Deceivers, that 
would ſeduce them in order to enſlave them. 
How would any Man, any Proteſtant, (who 
dares own his Opinion) like the Inquiſition ? 
Without doubt he would abhor it: Let him 
likewiſe abhor the Ways and Practices that 
lead to it; for it is ſupported entirely by the 
Power of the Clergy, which never has, never 
can produce any Good. As Dominion over 


Thoughts and Notions is in itſelf a Monſter, 


the greateſt of all Monſters, it muſt be ſup- 
ported by monſtrous Means, even by Prieſts 
_ wielding or directing the civil Sword; the 


pretend- 


* 7 
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pretended Followers of the Humble Jeſus, 
fling their Wealth, and ſpilling their 
lood. 


Is Man fond of his Liberty, as all 
22 are, and of his own Opini- 
ons, (for this too is natural) and of exami- 
ning all Opinions; which every Man has a 
Right to do? Would he worſhip God after 
his own Way, be ſubje& to no Man's inſo- 
| lent Rebukes and Controul, be exempt from 

vexatious Suits and Proſecutions, from cle- 
rical Curſes followed with civil Puniſhments, 
with Dungeons, and (as they ſay) with Dam- 
nation? Would he preſerve his Conſcience, 
his Perſon, his Time and his Property, and 
all that is dear to him, ſafe and entire? He 
is in coaſequence of all this obliged for ever 
to oppoſe all Power in the Clergy, as it has 
been ever found utterly repugnant to what- 
ever is dear to Men and Societies. I know 
not that ever they poſſeſſed Power without 
uſing it perniciouſiy; I know not that ever 
they could perſecute, and did not perſecute: 
Such of them as had moſt argued and in- 
veighed againſt Perſecution when they were 

under it, exerciſed it afterwards without 
Shame or Remorſe, whenever they got the 
Rod into their own Hands. Thus the Ca- 
tholicks acted againſt the Arians; thus the 
latter acted againſt the former; both com- 
i "0 plain- 
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St. could at one time argue, 
that the Devil does therefore uſe Violence, 
becauſe he has a bad Cauſe, and the Truth 
* is not on his Side. us Chriſt, on the 
contrary, uſes ions, becauſe 
rao! Broader fog will be my 
* Diſciple, let him follow me. He forces no 
Man to follow him; nor enters by Force 
«a l 
ther obſerves, © i — ing Sect 
could not be of God. — 1 2 
Orthodox 1 
truly. Hillary urges t ſame Argu- 
— to an Arian Emperor and Perſecutor, 
and denies the Arians to be the true Church, 
for this very Reaſon. But the 


y upon and 
reticks have charged them in their turn, as 
being none of Chriſt's Flock, becauſe they 
had renounced his Spirit, andexerciſed Force 


and Cruelty. The Donati in- 
ſulted them upon this . 


Bur ſo it hath erernally happened. that no 
Reaſoning, not even their own Reaſoning, 
8. * 
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could ever reſtrain Churchmen, orthodox or 
heterodox, when they were inveſted with 
Power, or with the Direction * 1 
from uſing it violently. I resbyterians 

juſtly exclaimed againſt the Violence and 
© Tyranny of Archbiſhop Laud and his Bre- 
thren, for haraſſing, impriſoning, fining, 
andperſecuting them, and even driving them 
from their native Homes, to ſeek Peace, and 
Shelter, and the quiet Worſhip of God in 
the Woods of America. He had converted 
the High Commiſſion Court into an Inqui- 
fition: Nay, every Biſhop's Court was be- 
come an Inquiſition; many of rhe beſt 
Churchmen were filenced, fined, and even 
deprived, for adhering honeſtly ro the Do- 
ctrines of che Reformation, to primitive 
Strictneſs of Manners, and for obſerving the 


Did the P 


resbyterians afterwards, theſe 
Presbyterians, who had thus groaned 
ſmarted under Perſecution, and 
plained of its Injuſtice and Fury, exerciſe 
charity and Forbearance towards others who 
diſſented from them, when they were become 
Maſters of ecclefiaitical Rule? No: Never 
was a more bitter, untolerating Race, or 
more rigorous Exactors of Conformity. E- 
very Man who differed from them was an 
Enemy to the State, an Innovator, forſooth, 
whom it behoved the State to ſuppreſs. 
They had forgor — * 
D 2 
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fame Charge againſt them but a little before, 
uſed as publick Incendiaries, Enemies, and 
Innovators. Nor do any Set of Prieſts fail 
to draw down, if they can, the Anger of 
the Crown upon any Man who has merited - 
theirs. Thus the Monks of St. Dems in 
France, in the twelfth y, accuſed the 
famous Abelard, then amongſt them, with 
being an Enemy to the Glory and Crown of 
France, only for denying that their Founder 
was Dionyfius the —_— mentioned in 
the New Teſtament. Ir is indeed a Charge 
which all dominecring Prieſts in the World 
have ever brought, will ever bring againſt all 
who offend them, againſt all who withdraw 
from their Power, and diſown their Syſtems. 
The Presbyterians, when undermoſt, felt this 
to be true, both before and afterwards; and 
always when they felt it, exclaimed againſt 
it; but took it up themſelves without 
bluſhing, as ſoon as ever they taſted of Do- 


The Churchmen too, they who had per- 
| ſecuted the Presbyterians without all Mercy, 
the Moment they found themſelves perſecu- 
ted by Presbyterians, made heavy Outcries 
againſt Perſecution, and and wrote 
for Toleration. It was then that Dr. Taylor 
publiſhed his Book entituled, The Liberty 
of propheſying : An excellent Book it is, and 
1 Ws 


was then extremely 
thren of the Epiſcopal 


a K 


theſe Churchmen, did even Dr. Taylor, af- 


——— . 


their old Sears and Revenues, to preach, 


Execution of theſe Laws, 
teſtant Brethren, during all that long Reign. 
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by bis Bre- 
Profeſhon. But did 


ter the Reſtoration, obſerve thitir own Rea- 
ſoning and Writings for Indulgence to Dif- 
ſenters? No, it was the great Buſineſs of 
che Churchmen, when they had reſumed 
to 
write, to ſollicit ſevere Laws, and then the 
againſt their Pro- 


Was not all this ſtrangely inconſiſtent, as 


well as ſtrangely unchriſtian, on both Sides ? 


And was it not ſtrange Madneſs, as well as 
Wickedneſs, in the Civil Power, to gratify 
the ſowre and aſpiring Spirit of the Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, by plaguing and puniſhing the 
People about Religion? There is no End of 
their Demands, nor of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of ſuch Demands. In Spain, where 
they profeſs to burn Hereticks, that is to 
ſay, Proteſtants, they complain of it at the 
ſame time, as Perſecution in a Proteſtant 
Country, to impriſon a Romiſb Prieſt, how- 
ever factious and buſy he be in perverti 

of Proteſtants. The High Clergy in Eng. 
land, though avowed Enemies to a Tolera- 
tion here, would think it terrible Perſccuti- 
on to deny it to themſelves, or their Brethren 
in Scotland. Ay, but we of the Church of 
England are the true Church of Chriſt, = 
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the Eg Epiſcopalian : And ſo ſays Reme 

Aa. ſo ſays Scotland, ſo ſays Geneva 
and Greece, and ſo fay all Churches in the 

World; and each of them would perſecute 

and aboliſh all the reſt as falſe or defective. 


This is not the Spirit of Religion, nor of 
its Author, but an open Departure from 
that Spirit. It is the Spirit of Faction and 
Fury, which utterly blinds Men, and ex- 
inguiſhes that of Peace and Charity, with- 
out which Men cannot be Followers of 
Chriſt. Did we not daily fee it, it would 
be incredible, to what Extravagancies reli- 
gious Diſputes will carry Men. Daniel Ti- 
a learned Man, and publick Profeſ- 
I think * 


[ 3r } 
= UE Lara Oh 


paaryh 
_— n For, 
. of hot- headed Divines are 

fathered upon God. Grotz:zs at laſt ordered 


him either to forbear railing or preaching. 
The meek Preacher turned away in great 


Wrath, ing his Amazement, that 2 
Chriſtian Ambaſſador ſhould ſhut the 1 Mouth of 
the Holy Ghoſt. This he thought terrible 
—— and publiſhed his 

_ that Grotius bad 
Pay yt 


that is, his 
Chaplain's — — " 


I return to conſider the C 
8 


y 
all but the Name. 
Chriſt and his ag of 


apes op of the Plainneſs and Simplicity of 
| the Goſpel to be found in the Intricacics of 
School Divinity, in the endleſs Wranglings 
and wonderful Diſtinctions of Ecclefiaſticks? 
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or fuch as - reſemble or 
the Pope, bear any Likeneſs 
of Chriſt, or of St. Peter? Did the Ambi- 
tion of the Biſhops and Clergy, their Avi- 
dity for Power and rich Churches, for which 
— Tn and Bloodſhed 
come from Chriſt, or from 
— bhs Religion? Were the Se- 
ditions, Tumults and Wars which enſued 
ſuch ambitious Purſuits, the Effects of a 
Chriſtian, or of a Clerical Spirit? Vet were 
not ſuch Evils and terrible Calamities im- 
mediately derived from the Thirſt of the 
Clergy after Grandeur and Authority ? 


Ar firſt they had no Revenue but Alms, 
and of theſe Alms they had only a Share; 
but to that Share they at laſt added (I had 
almoſt ſaid feloniouſſy) che Whole, | 
the Donors, and robbing the Poor. They 
afterwards greatly enlarged theſe Revenues 
(which were at firſt chiefly uſurped) by Arts 
and Contrivances ſufficiently wicked and 
vile, even by deceiving filly Women and Bi- 
7 and ſelling them Salvation for preſent 

Money and Rents; by terrifying the Weak 
and Dying, and forcing them to com 
for Heaven, by parting with all that they 
on Earth. Father Paul, that ra- 

tional and honeſt C ſays, that the 
Church is beholden for her greateſt Legacies 
and Donations, to the Bounty of infamous 

Women 


Docs the 
would 


And as the Church 
but what were freely given 
1 unjuſtly by her; fo the 
had no Power but what was either 
or uſurped. What Uſe they have made of 
both, we have already ſeen. Ir is moſt na- 
rural, chat what is ll gone. ſhould be il 


It would make a curious Hiſtory, to diſ- 
cover and explain minutely, from what par- 
ticular Men, and by what particular Arts 
and Application, every Farm, every Eſtate 
and Donation now poſſeſſed by Churchmen, 
was at firſt acquired. I queſtion Whether 
any Revenues in the World were ever fo 
 wickedly procured; ſince to enrich the 
Church, all Means, even Wickedneis, Mur- 
der and Impiety, were deemed lawful. Thus 
Aſſaſſins and Blaſphemers merired Protecti- 
on and Abſolution; Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
fion were warranted and ſanctifed; noly 
Snares were laid, falſe Terrors ſpread, Mi- 
racles forged, God's Name belied, an@ Je- 
ſus arid his bleſſed Morher pro fanely perſo- 
nated by Prieſts, to delude Enthuſiaſts; as if 
theſe heavenly Beings had thus honoured 
them with a Viſit in Perſon. 


222 
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It were endleſs 1 ow 
and Impieties, Impoſtures ies, by whi 
Churchmen formerly filled their Coffers, at 
the Expence and through the Stupidity of 
Laymen. And though no Poſſeſſions were 
ever ſo impiouſly obtained, I never heard 
any Inſtance of their parting with them 
from Remorſe or Shame, even _ = 
ight Heirs, by being thus deprived of their 
Eftares, cue trellis, * Poſſeſſors 
(or rather Uſurpers) gorged with more 
Wealth than could uſe even in their 
Luxury and Debauches. Whatever was 
once annexed to the Church, in theſe Days 
of Uſurpation and Darkneſs, (however kna- 
viſhly or violently obtained) was forthwith 
ſacred and unalienable: nay, it became no 
leſs than Sacrilege, to diveſt her of what ſhe 
had gained by Robbery and Fraud. For, 
whatever was once hers, even her Frauds 
and Crimes, were holy ; and it was profane 
ro cenſure them, or indeed to ſee them; 
and he was profane, nay atheiſtical, who 
did it. Whoever found fault with the 
Church, was an Enemy to the Church; and 
he who was an Enemy to the Church, was 
an Atheiſt. Hence the frequent and ridi- 
culous Application of Atheiſm and Blaſphe- 
my, till theſe two Words, of themſelves 
very awful, grew contemptible. As to the 
Quantity of the Church's Wealth, ſhe ne- 


ver 
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ver knew any Stint or Bounds; but whilſt 
the Laity had bo pier, ſhe took, till in ſome 
1 all, and they Rags and no 


Even in this Proteſtant Nation it is com- 
ted, that they have a fifth Part of our 
ealth; yes, that fifteen or twenty thou- 
ſand Prieſts are endowed with the fifth Part 
2 Pro iE eight Millions of People. 
tified with this? And do 
obs. 4 at more, or complain of this as 
too little? If they do, tis not for the Repu- 
tation of cheir Modeſty : I am ſorry to add, 
that they are in a Way of draining and mo- 
nopolizing all the Wealth of England. Ir is 
thought, that the Revenue of the Church- 
men is at preſent as large as in the Times of 
Popery, notwithſtanding the Demolition of 
fo many Monaſteries, and the Seizure of 


their Revenues; conſidering that the Clergy 


then maintained the Poor, who are now ſup- 
| gue ny by the Laity, at an immenſe 
harge, no leſs than two Millions a Year. 
Ther are indeed ſome Individuals who have 
very ſmall Salaries: But whgſe Fault is that? 
Are there not others, who wallow in Thou- 
ſands, yer do leſs Duty than ſuch as are in 
conſtant Service with Appointments of ten 
or twenty Pounds a year? Why ſhould not 
the Wealth of the Church be more equally 
and charitably divided. Bur fo it often is, 


E 2 that 
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that che more Churchmen have, the more 
they ſeck, yet the leſs they do. To all this 
I wiſh it were not in my Power to add, but 
it is true, and 1 muſt add it, that whatever 
Corruptions have crept into the Church, did 
i by che Opadtieance, at leaft by, che Conai- 
vance of Churchmen, and were never after- 
wards removed by their Conſent. 


They are always forward to complain of 
Innovations, and of diſturbing Things that 
are ſettled. But who have made more Inno- 
yations than Churchmen? Wi:o have more 
diſturbed and c Religion and States, 
by their Ambition, by their Diſputes, by 
their turbulent Behaviour and exorbitant 
Claims? And who are ſo much given to 
Clunge? Whar Changes, what violent and 
lawleſs Changes, were there not wrought by 
Laud and his Brethren in his Time, and al- 
ways attempted by thoſe of his Spirit ever 
fince? The Laity * been only on the de- 
fenſive, warding off the Attempts and mon- 
ſtrous Demands of ſuch of the Clergy, and 
anſwering their wild Writings. What is a 
great Part of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, but a 
continual Detail and Repetition of the Ef- 
forts of the Clergy to govern Mankind, and 
to maſter the World? Was not this an Inno- 
vation with a witneſs, a Propenſity roC 
an actual and alarming Change? Were, they 
not continually attempting to be what they 


were 
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were not, to have what they had not, ſtill 
to be richer, ſtill to be greater? Could there 
be a greater Change than from the Almſmen 
of the People to become Lords and Princes; 
from Poverty and Humility, to riſe to Mitres 
and Diadems, and Dominion? And could 
ſuch a Change, a Change ſo mighty and un- 
natural, be accompliſhed without turning 
the World upſide down? 

This is ſomething more than quieta move- 
re, ſomething more than diſturbing Things 
that were quiet. Did not Laud actually 
_ er and aboliſh the Laws of his Country, 
a rt the Independency of the Clergy u 
the civil Power, and terrify the Judges — 
iſſuing Prohibitions, as were actually 
ſworn to do? And did the Spirit of Laud, 
and this Paſſion in the Clergy of his ſtamp, 
Revenues, die with Laud? No: They have 
even improved upon his Scheme, and added, 
if poſſible, to his wild and enſlaving Preten- 
fions; and, as a Proof that they were the 
Pretenſions of the Body, at leaſt of the Ma- 
| Jority, the Canvocation could never be per- 
ſuaded to cenſure them. 


In ſhort, whoever doubts whether they 
(I mean all along, ſuch of the Clergy as 
ambitiouſly purſued Power) have not been 
the Authors of Changes in the World, of 

great 


P» 
with the — 
Diſintereſtedneſs 


Run, Labour, and 
the primitive Chriſtians. 


Arbing 
favourite Purſuit after Power and - Riches. 
Whatever is eſtabliſhed by the New Teſta- 
ment and the Law, no Man that I know is 
for diſturbing. But if they have Aims and 


Demands which are neither warranted by 
Chriſt nor the Conſtitution, it is right, and 


chriſtian, and legal, * and even 
to defeat them. 


Such high Claimers cherefore of princely 


are the Men given to change; and it is al- 
ways juſt to oppoſe Uſurpation, to redreſs 
Grievances, remove Nuiſances, and to at- 
tack Fraud, Avarice, and Nonſenſe. 


It would be endleſs to deduce Particu- 
lars. But ſuppoſe any aſſuming Clergyman 
were 


Rule and Opulence, (if there be any ſuch) 


Enemy to the civil — * to the 
Churchof E 


when he is to be tried, by a Jury 


of promoting Su 


Authority and Gain, ſhould abuſe the Cre- 
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were ſo t, and daring, and had ſo 
lie Regardro Senftiener and poblickTran- 
quiliry, as to attempt to eſtabliſh an eccle- 
ſtaſtical Tribunal in our Colonies abroad, 
ts the Terror and Allien of cur Brethien 
there, who were of them firſt driven 


thither by the and Barbarity of 
ſuch Courts here, ef; ally in Archbiſhop 
Laud's Reign; would not ſuch an Attempt 


tend to a bold Innovation, and diſcover a 


buſy, an arrogame and Spirit in 
ſuch a 


; and would he not be a 
Subject and an honeſt Man, who ſet 
himſelf againſt ſuch a lewd Attempt, and 


. 
Suppoſe any other ( 


„ fuch an 


ngland, or ſuch a Deſerter from 
it, as to contend for the 1 of 


the Clergy, for their Exemption from the 


civil Laws, nay for trying a Clergyman 
of Clergy- 
men; would not ſuch a Man deſerve ſevere 
Animadverſion and Puniſhment; and would 
it not be honeſt and meritorious, to defend 
the Laws, and repulſe this their Enemy, this 
Innovator, this Papilſt ? 


Suppoſe any other deſigning Prieſt, fond 
tion for the Ends of 


dulity of the People, by pretending to con- 
has þ 


ef a Nation, by no flow 


= a5 
7 Holineſs into Ground al 
as if Earth * Stone, or = Ws 
mate, were uſceptible of Sancti | 
Quai be alcrol by ole Words an 
Law or Goſj 3 de | 
— pel, but in Oppoſition to the 
* _ would not ſuch a crafty 
Prieſt e a Iſe Guide, an Innovator, who 
relinquiſhed Truth and the Proteſtant Rel. 
72 Error, and to introduce 
Popery and engen And would not he 
— dorms 12 be a Friend 
to Fraud? _ 1 


d n ſo ben 
2 % Churchmen and cheir Reve for 

——_ Te 
That) that he encouraged |] hy 
Schemes for transferring 


Coffers io he 
89 es, into the 
ont z would 
— 2. — of C r 
— — melancho 2 ly Change, anda decla- 
2 2 Laity ? And would it not 
them, to be upon 8 — — 
12 and.co neatir theme 
ofterity from Poverty and Vaſialage ? _ 
Suppoſe (once more) tl | 
| gyman ſhould have the Boldnets * 
pub- 


[41] 

publickly, that a Brother Clergyman (a Bi- 
ſhop, for Example) {till continued 4 true 
Biſhop of the Church of Chriſt, even though 
he ſtood convicted of, and deprived for the 
higheſt and blackeſt Crimes, namely, Per- 
jury, Diſloyalty, Conſpiracy, Treaſon and 
Rebellion; would not ſuch a Declaration be 
highly inſolent, ſcandalous, and puniſhable? 
To tell thoſe who make Prieſts, that they 
cannot unmake them, nor one of 
would be to tell them, that Prieſts are a- 
bove the Law and the Laity; that the Cler- 
gy have a Power and Deſignation which 
ymen cannot take away, though the Lai- 
ty and the Law actually create them, nd 
confer upon them the only Deſignation that 
they can have, nay, confer their whole Of- 
fice; nor does our Conſtitution particularly 
own, or know any Character in any Sub- 
je& whatſoever, but what the Law alone 
beſtows; and all the Clergy renounce upon 
Oath all Power whatſoever but what they 
derive from hence. An Act of Parliament 
would to-morrow effectually degrade all the 
in Great Britain; that is, reduce 
them all to Laymen, and create ſo many 
- Prieſts immediately out of the Laity, with- 
out a Jot more ** 1s or Ceremony. 
Whoever is declared to be a Prieſt by any 


Society, is a Prieſt to them, and ceales to 
be one the moment they declare him none. 
The ſtrange Notion of an indelible Character 
F 18 
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is arrant Nonſenſe and true Prieſteraſt, 
nay, the Ground-work of all Prieſteraſt. 
Would it therefore be borne by an Aﬀembly 
of Law-makers, ſo tender of their Liberties 
8 d of Proteſtantiſm as ours, to have this 
{ame indelible Character, this Root of Po- 
pery, maintained to their Faces? And would 
ii not draw down their Indignation and Cen- 
fures upon the bold Offender, I had almoſt 
ſaid, Decciver? Surely it would; and there- 
fore | 


I mention theſe Inftances as bare Poſſibi- 
lities, which can never be ſuffered in this 
free Proteſtant Country, but are common 
in Popiſh Countries, nay, are ſome of the 
reigning Tenets and Practices which ſup- 
port Popery. How zealous Laud was in 
ſuch Popiſh Practices and Tenets, I have 
not now time to explain. Read his Life 


Ir is now high time to draw towards a 
Concluſion, by conſidering briefly what pro- 
duced the Tragedy of this Day; a Contide- 
ration which will lead us to fee how fuch 
Tragedies are to be prevented. The unme- 
diate Inftruments of the King's Murder 
were violent Men, ſupported by a powerful 
Army, gained and commanded by a Uſur- 
er. This Power in the Army, and his 
ower over it, were the Effects of the Civil 


War, 


" 1 
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War, which was itſelf cauſed by the Mit: 
underſtanding and Struggle between the 
King and Parliament. What originally pro- 
duced this Miſunderſtanding, which pro- 
duced all the reſt, is what we are principally 


from which all the reſt naturally followed, 
we ſhall find that the Violence of his Reign 
cauſed his violent End. It is not to be de- 
ginning the Court aimed at arbitrary Power, 
openly mnt and for _ Years to- 
gether | ſed it, raiſing y without 
Law, 1 Law; which was Robbe- 
ry in thoſe who enforced the Collection of it: 

iſoning Men, the beſt and greateſt Men, 
without Law and againſt Law; which was 
lawleſs Cruelty : Seizing the Lands and E- 
ſtares of others, without Right and againſt 
Right; which was flagrant Oppreflion and 
Violence: Aſſuming and exerciſing a Power 
to diſpenſe with Laws, that is; a Power to 
make and annul Laws; which was manifeſt 
Uſurpation: And, in ſhort; eſtabliſhing an 
arbitrary and Turtiſb Authority over the 
Perſons, and Rights and Fortunes of the 
F 2 People; 


be had a 


LR _ 
mes which was apparent and undenia- 


Between Law and Violence, between 
Right and Tyranny, there is no Medium, 
no more than between Juſtice and Oppreſſi- 
on. If King Charles had no Right to act 
thus, then his acting thus was Tyranny. If 
Right, of what Force are Laws 
and Oaths, and where is our Conſtitution, 
the boaſted Birthrights of Engl: and 
our ancient Magna Charts? Why was his 
Son King James turned out; why declared to 
Have forfeited? And I would ask the Ad- 
mirers and Defenders of King Charles I. 
how they would have liked, how borne ſuch 
Violences, ſuch lawleſs Doings and Miſrule 
in King William; how in the late Reign; 
how in this? How would they have reliſh- 
ed the Impriſonment of their Perſons, Taxes 
laid on and exacted without Conſent of 
Parliament, arbitrary and exceflive Fines, 
their Eſtates ſeized, their Families impove- 
riſhed or famiſhing? Doubtleſs, no Men 
would have been louder in the Cry of Ty- 
ranny ; and very juſt and natural would have 
been ſuch a Cry. No Sort of Men talk 
more warmly and frequently now in favour 
of Liberty and Law. How do they recon- 
cile ſuch Zeal and Profeſſions with an Ap- 
probation of the Reign of King Charles I. 
which was one continued Series of Oppreſ- 


tons, 


©, = 
ſions, had aboliſbed Liberty and Law, and 
eſtabliſhed univerſal Slavery? How would 
> beg nag how fu ugly > © ap; | 
Uſage? Very impatiently, 7. 
>» Be 4 no reaſonable Man will 
believe them, nor have they, upon Trial, 
ever ſhew'd much Paſſiveneſs of — Be- 
ſides, if they juſtify che enſlaving Meaſures 
then; they are not in earneſt, or utterly in- 
conſiſtent with themſelves now, when they 
extol publick Liberty, and are for reſtrain- 
c 


Los. 


What we have therefore to do on this 
Day, is not only to abhor the bloody Death 
of the King, and wicked Inſtruments of it, 
but to abhor alſo his evil and wicked Go- 
vernment for fifteen Years together; abhor 
the impious Principles which were then 
countenanced and prevailed, with the traite- 
rous and ungodly — and Promoters 
of ſuch; and all the evil and arbitrary Coun- 
ſellors then and fince. And as we lament his 
latter End, let us deteſt the Beginning and 
_ Courſe of his Reign, which was as enor- 
mous and guilty, as his Cataſtrophe was 
mournful and barbarouss Was it | 
Guilt thus to cut him off, as ſurely it was? 
Was it not alſo crying Guilt in the Crown, 
to abandon its Duty, to violate the Corcia- 


tion Oath, to tread upon Law aad Juſtice, 


1 461 
| r to rob and opptels 
2 nnr 
be oe ber Aud is it 


and lawleſs? Is it 
by chews, « 


fupprels it betimes ; to rejoice 

ment, and under the free Courſe of the 
— v0 pray for che Continuance of ſuch 
an unvaluablc and be dutiful and 
to that Good and Great Prince, 
who ſecures it to us, and claims ro 


himſelf, but what our Parliaments and the 
bom, tural 


viour- of the Clergy at that Time; and as 

— thiey were then betoine wanton with extra- 
TR and uſed ir very cruelly, in 
| ge oppteſlingrheir Fellow-Sub- 
let Leb 2 Cate ſor the future, that 

> ds we ſer apart 


ineſs, be not ſpoiled by the unnatural 
_ Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of worldly Bufineſs 


and Authority. Merhinks 0 
3 as they are, Se 


— to comme 


in happier Times, live in a free Govern= | 


for the Purpoſes of 
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natural for the Lairy to love and | 


Was it 
reverence or theſe mon- 
ſtrous Poſitions? The Lord ſaid unto me, The 


„ name; I ſent them 
neither bave 1 ae them, neither 


propheſy 

2 ae and a thing of 
— deceit of their hearts. tel = 
ould it not . þ 
Clergymen from thus expo 
themſelves to Hate and Ridicule, and 1 
Miſchief and Miſery 

the Laity? And is not this their Guilt infi- 
nitely more heinous and aggravated than that 
of the greateſt private Sinner can be, as it 
aſſects and involves whole Nations, and is 
impiouſly covered with the Veil of Religion? 


According to this Rule, and I think it a 
true Rule, the blackeſt Felon that ever ſuf- 
fered, was an Innocent in compariſon of 
Laud and thoſe of his Leaven; and had 
Laud conſumed his Time in Debauchery, 
he could have done but ſmall Hurt, compa- 
red to what he did as a Troubler and Sedu- 
cer of the World. His Morals, as a private 
Man, did but heighten his Credit to do Miſ- 
chief. With what an ill Grace muſt ſuch 
Men rebuke private Vice and the Detail of 
Sins, they vend and commit Sins by 


14. 
1 a 


the Groſs ? This ! is indeed to ſwallow Ca- 
mels, and ftrain at Gnars. Crimes are to 
be 


191 


be meaſured by their Conſequences; and he 


who Men, he who miſleads them 
and enſla ves them, is the moſt guilty, the 
moſt monſtrous and gigantick of all Crimi- 
nals. Had Land been a Pariſh Prieſt, and 
confined himſelf to the Duties of one; or 
US Ly, bad hs ons Bs to, wh 
was a Man of Learning and Morals, might 
have been an innocent, nay, a uſeful Man. 
Bur as he and his Brethren would needs ſway 
the Court and the Nation, they overturned 
both by the wickedeſt of all Means, even 


by an of T. and Oppreſſion. 
rr increaſed 
the Storm, which at laſt ruined the Pub- 
lick, and overwhelmed them in the publick 


Ruins. 


| Theſe therefore are the Things and Per- 
ſons now proper to be commemorated. 
From theſe we are to take our Marks and 
Warnings againſt a Relapſe into the like evil 

Days and Calamities: And if there be any | 
Curſe ſtill ſubſiſting, derived from the King's 
Blood, it muſt juſtly lic upon them who ap- 
prove the Men and Meaſures that firſt ren- 
dered him arbitrary and oppreſſive, and 
thence unpopular and diſtruſted. Here the 
Evil began, and from hence it was propa- 
gated like a Train. Had he always ruled 
as he afterwards too late propoſed to rule 

when Men were ** and engaged, 2 


f 


. | 
full of Diſtruſt, there had been no civi! 
War, nora vering Army, nor an Ols- 
ver, nor conſequently royal Blood ſpilt. His 
Deſign and Promiſes to govern - 
wards (when he found that the Laws and 
Conſticution would prevail) have been often 
urged and repeated, and are a Confeſſion 
that he had go erned ill before. Perhaps 
he meant to perform them. Ir is certain his 
Miſrule had been ſadly felt ; nor is there any 
Proof but his Word, that he intended to 


change: That Word had been often and 


egregiouſly broken, eſpecially in the Bill of 
Rights, which he ſolemaly promiſed to ob- 
ſerve; yet he afterwards openly violated that 


How this Prince comes to be ſtill fo ex- 
tremely popular amongſt many of the Cler- 
r 
Laity influenced by them, is obvious 
He was a very great Bigot to the Church, 
to Ceremonies and Shew in Religion, and 
to the Power and Pomp of Churchmen. 
Theſe he cheriſhed, and exalted, and obey- 
ed; inveſted them with his own Power, and 
ſurrendered to them almoſt the whole Su- 
prcmacy; and not only ſuffered them to en- 
Joy the Uſe of it as a Preſent from him, but 
ſuffered them to ſeize it for themſelves, and 
even to deny his Title to it. For ſuch Court 


112 


and Fayour to them, for humouring them 


— 
in their Perſecution of the Puritans, for his 
glutting them with Power, and becoming 
Head of che Church, the — N. 

the they td 

conſecrated all the Exceſſes, Oppreſſions, 
and lawleſs Meaſurcs of his Reign, becauſe 
all theſe Violences were exerciſed over the 
Laity; and the Churchmen were ſo far from 
feeling them, that they ſhared in his Domi- 
nation, and acted the King too in their Place 
and Turn. This is the true Source of ſo 
much Merit and Praiſe ; for this he is ado- 
red ar a Bet brad bang 
compared to Jeſus Chriſt in his Sufferings ; 
d the Guilt of murderi "him 
has been repreſented as greater than that of 
crucifying our Bleſſed Saviour. 

Theſe their Panegyricks ate, in truth, 
partial and ſhameful in all reſpects, as well 
as impious and profane; fince thence they 
who utter them make it evident, that they 
oppreſſes his SubjeQs, 1 will bur 
_— ze the Clergy ; elſe 
why ſo much Incenſe and Applauſe be- 
ſtowed upon a Prince who actually did ſo? 
This is partial and diſhonourable: nor can 
there be a greater Inſult upon the Laity, than 
to deſire, or even hope, that they ſhould join 
in ſuch Praiſes and Applauſe. They who 
feel Oppreſſion, cannot extol him who com- 


8 mirs 


52] 
its it, reckon him 
ID „ 


No Sort of Men are more render than ue 
Clergy, when Property, or Perſons, or 
Op = or more ſevere and 
reſenting, or even more unforgiving towards 
ſuch as meddle with either. I fear much; 
that had the ( been then uſed as the 

Laity were, treated like mean Slaves, wor- 
ried with arbitrary Power and Impoſitions, 
and impriſoned upon mere Will and Com- 
mand ; this Day would not have been com- 
— of Of, or perhaps commemora- 
ted in a very different manner. Why ſhould 
not the Laity too have felt and reſented In- 
done, and Violences committed 
ainſt the Laity? Was it natural or poſſi- 
ble to praiſe and honour the Author of fuch 
Violence and Indignities? When the Clergy 
vere pleaſed and gratified, they might re- 
Joice, though it be not generous to trium 

when others ſuffer, ny. 7 


But the Laity could not expreſs Joy, when 
they had juſt Cauſe to ſorrow and mourn ; 


or was it poſſible they ſhould ? 


Such is the Difference between the Lairy 
and the High Clergy, with regard to King 
Charles che Iſt and Laud. They 
adore the Archbiſhop, becauſe he raiſed their 
Youer beyond all Reaſon — * was 
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